
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
Structural Overview 

 
Author:  John the Apostle Date:  c. 95 AD 
 
 

 Structural Key to Book:  Revelation 1:19 
 

 “Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which 
are, and the things which shall be hereafter.” 

 

 
 I. PAST: “the things which thou hast seen” . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. 1 
 
  The vision John saw in Ch. 1 of the glorified Christ in the 

midst of His churches. 
 
 II. PRESENT: “the things which are” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. 2-3 
 
  The epistles written by Christ to the 7 churches in Asia, 

recorded in Chs. 2-3.  These epistles contain an enduring 
message to all churches throughout the Church Age (cf., 
Rev. 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22) and are the most 
important part of Revelation for us today. 

 
 III. FUTURE: “the things which shall be hereafter” . . . . Rev. 4-22 
 
  All of chapters 4-22 are yet future (cf. Rev. 4:1).  

Chapters 4-5 are a scene in heaven immediately after the 
Rapture of the Church.  Chapters 6-19 are an extensive 
elaboration of Daniel’s 70th Week (Dan. 9:27), which is 
the 7 year period immediately preceding the 2nd Coming 
of Christ.  Chapter 20 covers the 1,000 year Millennial 
Kingdom on earth inaugurated at Christ’s return, and Chs. 
21-22 cover the eternal state that will begin following the 
Millennium. 
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