
ETYMOLOGY OF THE VERB “RAPTURE” 
 
 
 Verb Verb Stem1 Definition 
 
Greek: aJrpazw rp (rp) to snatch away, to carry off, to seize hastily 
 
Latin: rapio rap to seize and carry off, to snatch 
 
English: rapture rap to seize by violence, to transport 
 
 
 
  
1 The verb stem is that part of the verb that remains constant in all of its inflected forms and carries 
the fundamental meaning of the verb. 
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